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Abstract
The importance of prefessional ethics to engineers in a2 socio-economic context
is pointed out as well as source material on the subject,

Although ethies has always been af important
aspect of engineering professionalism [1], most
recently there has been an explicit and rarked con-
cern as illustrated by tha recent issuance of the
IERZ Code of Ethics (2], Indeed cuch coacern is
well warranted in view of national scandals invol-
ving engineers, Particularly we would mention the
situation in Mavyland leading to the Vice Presi-
dent's resignation [3] ani the California instance
of three enginzers versus 3ART [4], both of which
rest heavily in the ethiczl domain and have sig-
nificenl soclo-zeononic consejuences,

Bzcause of the socio-economic inplications
for all engineess, anong oiher thinss, we feel it
important to eall atisntiion and make available 1o
enginesrs naterial in the ethiecal do-ain, partic-
ularly as it is relevant to professional practice
and status, Especially we I2el this is a responsi-
bility for educztors, where, nowever, we have found
a reluctance io pursue the Tield, In fact this re-
luctance is seemingly prooesticnal o the need,
Specifically in Maryland where a new law embodying
an ethical code for engineers [5] has recently teen
enacted, we find a great inisrest by students and
practicing licensed frofessional engineers, On the
other hand we find scepticisa and even opposition
from a segment of the Universiiy faculty/adminis-
tration [6] for reasoms that can well bte speculated,

To go along with our beliefs we have designed
and offered a course [?] in the Universiiy of Mary-
land “Division of Mathematical and Fhysical Science
es and Engineering” opan to 211 upperclassnen in

" ihe Division, The results of this course will be
descrited elsevhere, Wt it has served to sxquaint
the students, who have shown high interest, with
2 nunber of pertinent ethieal concepts and the way
in which they are 2pplied in modern professional
socleties and practice, Kow, though, we take this
opportunity 4o call atiention to a wider audience,
In particular we would enphasize_the existence of
yertinent ethical cedes [21_6) 9], One should also
note the differences betwzen thase professional
engineering_codes and those of other professions
[20]{11][12], especially that of the legal profes=

sion [117] where legal penalties are spelled cut.
Likewise it seems impertant to us to call aitention
to varicus case studies within engincering profes-
slonal practice El}], which are readily available
and serve in many capacities,

From our study to date we comclude thatl al-
though the professional engineering codes are val-
uzble and contain information upon which all eunci-
neers should bz knowiedgeable, iley do necd streng-
thening in various ways, Tn order tc ;ct a handle
on this and a cross~fertilization of ideas, the
tiinth Annual Asilomar Conference en tircuits, Sys-
tens and Computers panel discussion was set up fer
the meeting with participation as shown in Table I,
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Table I
Panel Discussion
Professional Ethics:s An Engineering Soclo=-Econonic Concern
Asilonmar
Monday, Hovenler 3, 1975
8:00-10:30 pn, Session M12 - Acacia

Participants Time
Professor Robert W. Newcomb 8:05-8:30
Electrical Enginecring Department
University of Maryland
College Park, Maryland 20742
Biscussion
Professor ¥illiam W, Happ 8:30-8:50
Eleetrical Engineering Depariment
California State University
Sacramenio, California
Mr Malecoln A, Head B:50-9:10
Legal Advisory Group
I8l
San Jose, California .
B Break
Hr, Giltert A, Verduge, P.E, 0:20-9140
9190 01d Tunnel Road
Lafayeite, California 9L-549
Moderator: R, Mewconb 9:40.10:30

Specific Points of Discussion

Lead-0ff Paper: "Professional Ethics: in Engineering
Socio-Feonomie Concern™

Encineering Ethics: An engineering Dean's - eye
view

Pusiness Ethics: Formulation, significance, a
lawyer's - eye view

Professional Ethics: The BART situation, a practi-
cing engineer's - eye view

Panel Discussion



