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FIGURE 6.2: A substitution-permutation network.
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Details on AES

In January 1997, the United States National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) announced a competition to select a new
block cipher—to be called the Advanced Encryption Standard, or
AES

15 submissions from all over the world. Each team’s candidate
cipher was intensively analyzed by members of NIST, the public, and
(especially) the other teams. Two workshops were held (98, '99) to
analyze the various submissions. Following the second workshop,
NIST narrowed the field down to 5 “finalists” and the second round
of the competition began. A third AES workshop was held in April
2000, inviting additional scrutiny on the five finalists.

In October 2000, NIST announced that the winning algorithm was
Rijndael (a block cipher designed by Belgian cryptographers Vincent
Rijmen and Joan Daemen)
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Details on AES

A 4-by-4 array of bytes called the state is modified in a series of rounds. The state is
initialized to the input to the cipher (128 bits = 16 bytes). The following operations are then
applied in each round:

1. Stage 1 - AddRoundKey: A 128-bit sub-key is derived from the master key, and is
interpreted as a 4-by-4 array of bytes. state updated by XORing it with this sub-key.

2.  Stage 2 — SubBytes: Each byte of state is replaced by another byte according to a single
fixed lookup table S. This substitution table (or S-box) is a bijection over {0, 1}8.

3.  Stage 3 —ShiftRows: The bytes in each row of state are cyclically shifted to the left as
follows: the first row of the array is untouched, the second row is shifted one place to
the left, the third row is shifted two places to the left, and the fourth row is shifted
three places to the left. All shifts are cyclic so that, e.g., in the second row the first byte
becomes the fourth byte.

4. Stage 4 — MixColumns: An invertible transformation is applied to the four bytes in each
column. (linear transformation—i.e., matrix multiplication—over an appropriate field.)

If two inputs differ in b > 0 bytes, then transformation yields two outputs differing
in at least 5 — b bytes.

In the final round, MixColumns is replaced with AddRoundKey. Why?
* To date, no practical cryptanalytic attacks significantly better than a exhaustive search.
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